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Here’s what you need to know for Election Day 


BY JIM MORRILL 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


Voters can expect a soggy day today 
as they go to the polls to elect their 
local government and school board 
leaders. 

In Mecklenburg County, 5 percent of 
voters turned out by the time early 
voting ended Saturday afternoon. Most 
were in Charlotte, where voters will 
elect a new mayor and City Council. 

Here are some things to keep in 


WHEN CAN I VOTE? 
Polls open at 6:30 a.m. and close at 
7:30 p.m. 


WHAT’S THE WEATHER FORECAST? 

Forecasters say there’s an 80 percent 
chance of rain, with possible afternoon 
thundershowers. 


WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT? 

In Charlotte, voters will select a new 
mayor - their seventh since 2009. City 
Council races are also on the ballot. 
Mecklenburg towns will elect mayors 


Voters across the county will vote on 
district members of the Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg school board, as well as 
on a $922 million bond referendum. 


AREN’T THE CHARLOTTE CITY 
COUNCIL RACES ALREADY 
DECIDED? 

Some are. Members in Districts 1, 4 
and 5 were decided in September’s 
primary. Other districts have more or 
less competitive races. 

In the at-large race, four Democrats, 
three Republicans and a Libertarian are 


CAN I SEE A SAMPLE BALLOT? 

Yes. The Mecklenburg Board of 
Elections has a link on its home page, 
www.meckboe.org, that can take you 
to a sample ballot. 


WHEN WILL WE KNOW WHO 
WINS? 

Results should start coming in a half 
hour or so after the polls close. The 
closer the race, the longer it could take 
to know a winner. 


Jim Morrill: 704-358-5059, 
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running for four seats. 
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NELL REDMOND AP 


Charlotte-born evangelist Billy 
Graham, shown here in a 2010 
photo, turns 99 today. 


5 reasons 
why, at 99, 
Billy Graham 
still matters 


BY TIM FUNK 
tfunk@charlotteobserver.com 


Today Billy Graham will mark 
his 99th birthday. 

Born just days before the end 
of World War I, Graham rarely 
leaves his mountaintop home in 
Montreat anymore. He can’t 
hear or see very well. He doesn’t 
talk much. And his last crusade, 
in New York City, was 12 years 
ago. 

But this Charlotte-born evan- 
gelist still matters. Here are five 
signs that testify to that truth. 

1. He just got his own 
channel on satellite radio. 

“The Billy Graham Channel” 
debuted Monday on Sirius XM. 
It’ll be available through Nov. 17 
on Channel 145 on satellite and 
via streaming. 

Launched in celebration of his 
birthday, this limited-run channel 
will include many of Graham’s 
sermons and motivational mes- 
sages as well as personal reflec- 
tions from family and friends and 
remarks from five U.S. presi- 
dents, from Jimmy Carter to 
George W. Bush. 

2. He’s featured in an 
exhibit or two at the new 
Museum of the Bible. 

Located three blocks from the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington, the 
430,000-square-foot museum 
will open Nov. 17. Visitors will 
see several items spotlighting 


TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING 


Air Force oversight allowed 
church shooter to buy guns 


JAY JANNER AP 


Sheree Rumph of San Antonio prays Monday over two of the 26 crosses erected in memory of the 26 people killed in a shooting in 
Sutherland Springs, Texas. The shooting took place during a Sunday service at the Sutherland Springs First Baptist Church. 


BY EVA RUTH MORAVEC 
AND MARK BERMAN 


Washington Post 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 
he Air Force has launched an 
internal review into why it 
failed to provide key informa- 
tion to the FBI that should have 

prevented the Texas church shooter 

from purchasing firearms. While serving 
in the Air Force, the gunman - Devin 

Patrick Kelley, 26 - was convicted by a 

general court-martial on two counts of 

domestic assault. 

His offense was not entered into a 
national database, which meant he was 
able to pass background checks to pur- 
chase weapons. Kelley was convicted on 
charges of assaulting his then-wife and 
stepson and served 12 months in con- 
finement before being released in 2014 
with a bad-conduct discharge. 

“Federal law prohibited him from 


@ Charlotte churches were already stepping up 
security before the shooting in Texas. 10A 


@ The man who shot Kelly flagged down a driver for 
the chase. “We need to go get him.” 10A 


conviction,” Ann Stefanek, an Air Force 
spokeswoman, said in a statement. 

In the aftermath of Sunday’s attack, 
investigators had questioned how Kel- 
ley, who spent a year behind bars, was 
able to purchase guns and pass state 
background checks for jobs. The Air 
Force’s oversight appeared to allow 
Kelley’s gun purchases to proceed de- 
spite a law meant to keep him from 
obtaining firearms. 

The massacre of more than two dozen 
churchgoers - the youngest of whom 
was just 18 months old - occurred amid 
an ongoing “domestic situation” in- 
volving the gunman and his relatives, 


ERIC GAY AP 


A law enforcement official on Monday 
investigates the scene of Sunday’s mass 


buying or possessing firearms after this SEE TEXAS,10A shooting. 
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12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
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PREVIEW NIGHT TOMORROW 
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THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 
IS TURNING 50! JOIN 
US TO CELEBRATE 
THE SILVER & GOLD 
ANNIVERSARY WITH 
AN ENTRANCE 
THAT LOOKS DOWN 
MEMORY LANE. 


FIND BEAUTIFUL 
HOLIDAY 
DECORATING 
IDEAS WHEN 

YOU EXPLORE 
THE DAZZLING 
DESIGNER ROOMS. 


SouthernChristmasShow.com 


